Funding – What’s New?

Cumbria Funding Links is the new CACVS project responsible for the delivery of funding information, advice and support to the Voluntary & Community Sector across Cumbria. The project is part funded by Northern Rock Foundation to trial a free, centrally co-ordinated and resourced service which will be delivered locally (this befits the aims of Cumbria Association of Councils for Voluntary Service (CACVS)).  

“This is a new and exciting project, which we look forward to rolling out across Cumbria” stated Alison Phillips, Programme Manager of this twelve month pilot project. ”Funding information and advice has been available within the different districts (and through the old Funding Advice Service), but our task now is to ensure that it is more accessible, relevant, coordinated and of a consistent high quality across the county. We are using local district based CVSs for the delivery of funding information and advice, as they are operating at the heart of the voluntary & community sector. So if you, your group, or a group you are working with, require funding information and support, please continue to contact your local CVS.” Details below;
Cumbria Association of CVSs

Barrow & District CVS, Lionel Rice, 72-74 Scott Street, Barrow in Furness, LA14 1QE, Tel: 01229 823 144, Fax: 01229 823155, Email: network@bcvs.demon.co.uk Website: www.barrowcvs.org.uk

Carlisle CVS, Contact: Lynne Hutchinson, Address: 27 Spencer Street, Carlisle, CA1 1BE, Tel: 01228 512513, Fax: 01228 512513, Email: enquiries@carlislecvs.org.uk Website: www.carlislecvs.org.uk

Eden CVS, Contact: Karen Bowen, Address: 4b Redhills Business Park, Penrith, CA11 0DT, Tel: 01768 242138, Fax: 01768 210295, Email: mailroom@edencvs.co.uk Website: www.edencvs.co.uk

South Lakeland CVS, Contact: David Jones, Address: Stricklandgate House, 92 Stricklandgate, Kendal, LA9 4PU, Tel: 01539 742627, Fax: 01539 742628, Email info@slcvs.org

West Cumbria CVS, Contact: Christine Coombes, Address: c/o 12A Selby Terrace, Maryport, CA15 6NF, Tel: 01900 819191, Fax: 01900 818757, Email: chris@westcumbriacvs.solis.co.uk

Cumbria Funding Links will be the lead body responsible for organising Funding Fairs; running local funding events; providing training (to support groups in their quest for funding) in conjunction with CLL. The project is also producing a monthly funding newsletter (Funding Bulletin); co-ordinating a strategic overview of the funding needs of VCS groups in Cumbria and developing a countywide Funding Advice Workers Network (FAWN).

When asked about the proposed development of FAWN, Alison stated that  “This group has previously consisted of the funding advice workers within the CVS’s but we would now like to invite all persons involved in the delivery of funding information and advice to become part of this new network. We hope to use it as a forum in which people can network, exchange information, share good practice and receive training relevant to their roles as funding advisers”. 

The Funding Bulletin currently has a circulation of 445 groups, making it a key resource for groups looking for possible sources of funding, whilst their Funding Fairs and training events will also be very valuable to groups. Current planned events include Funding Fairs in the East of the county in October 2006; Carlisle in January 2007 and an event focusing on Children & Youth at Barrow (23 November 2006). The first event to be organised by Cumbria Funding Links will be the West Coast Funding Fair, Thursday 22 June at the Civic Hall, Cleator Moor. This fair is being run in conjunction with West Cumbria CVS and boasts the presence of funders such as the Big Lottery, Lloyds TSB Foundation, Cumbria Community Foundation, the Francis C Scott Trust and many more! To reserve your place, please call WCCVS on 01900 819191. 

It will be a very busy and challenging year for Cumbria Funding Links but one that may help to shape the future provision of funding information and advice across the county. 

