Dear Rural Youth Network member

 Briefing on rural migrant children, young people and families

The Speaking Out team at NCVCCO/NCVYS is writing a briefing on migrant children, young people and families living in rural areas of England and would like to hear from organisations working on these issues. The briefing will promote examples of good practice from voluntary and community sector children and youth organisations. If you have any information or examples of relevant projects that could help their work, please contact Sophie Wainwright, NCVCCO Policy and Information Officer, sophie@ncvcco.org, 020 7833 3319 by Friday 4th April 2008.

The briefing will outline current policy and legislation developments in relation to migrants from the recently expanded European Union; explore some of the key issues facing migrant children and families in rural areas, in particular language barriers and access to housing, education, transport and childcare provision. The briefing will also address issues facing rural communities, such as community cohesion and potential tension over resources. 

Speaking Out Background

Speaking Out is a partnership between the National Council of Voluntary Child Care Organisations (NCVCCO) and the National Council of Voluntary Youth Services (NCVYS), which seeks to provide a voice for the children and young people’s voluntary and community sector across Government. The project aims to support children, young people and family voluntary and community organisations to better understand the aims and impact on their users of a wider range of government policies.

The Speaking Out project has produced a series of briefings, which intend to provide members of both NCVYS and NCVCCO and other interested parties with background and analysis on specific policy items affecting the sector. Briefings so far address the following issues:

• Knife and Gun and Gang Crime

• Social Exclusion

• Community Cohesion 

• Transport Planning and Access to Services 

• Third Sector Reform 

• Local Government White Paper 

